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Electrons



Electrons  

Electrons move like waves but exchange energy and momentum 
like particles.

Probability of finding an electron



Infinite square well  

Fill the electrons states like in an atom.

https://lampz.tugraz.at/~hadley/ss1/book/independent_particle/squarewell.php



Screened potential 

Fill the electrons states like in an atom.

https://lampz.tugraz.at/~hadley/ss1/book/independent_particle/mott.php



The valence electrons become unbound 

Finite square well potential 



Free particles in 1-d 

V(x)= 0

Periodic boundary conditions
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Free particles in 1-d 
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Eigen function solutions: 

Dispersion relation:
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Periodic boundary conditions 
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Free particles in 1-d 

Density of states
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Van Hove singularity



free electrons (simple model for a metal)
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Fermi function
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f(E) is the probability that a state at energy E is occupied.



 = chemical potential

http://lampx.tugraz.at/~hadley/ss1/materials/thermo/gp/gp/Fermi-function.html



Chemical potential

The chemical potential is implicitly defined as the energy that 
solves the following equation.

Here n is the electron density.
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Fermi energy
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EF = (T=0).

In semiconductor books, EF(T) = (T).

At T = 0

In solid state physics books, 



Free particles in 3-d 

At T = 0:
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Fermi sphere
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The thermal and electronic properties depend on the states at the Fermi surface.



Internal energy density at T = 0
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Pressure 3-D
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Bulk modulus
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See: Landau and Lifshitz, Statistical Physics 1
or Ashcroft and Mermin, Solid State Physics
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Bulk modulus

Ashcroft and Mermin
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Free electron Fermi gas
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Sommerfeld expansion 



Electronic specific heat 
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